Curriculum Changes
Based on my understanding of the current situation (which is liable to change)

The previous KS3 curriculum change, introduced the ‘Big Picture’ of Mick Waters, and a slimmed down programme of study based around concepts. The curriculum was not always separated from pedagogy, with advice being given on ‘how’ to teach the content, and the earlier national strategy with its 3 part lessons and learning objectives was still the approach that schools used.

There was also support for the introduction of the concept-led curriculum through the DCSF-funded CfBT programme which funded National Subject leaders and regional subject advisers (of which I was one)

OFSTED during this period slowly moved away from the teaching to an emphasis on learning, and changes in terminology followed: SoW becoming SoL etc.

If the emphasis is on learning, then what becomes increasingly important is ‘what is it that students need to learn?’

Geographers are clear that knowledge of the subject, and the development of geographical skills is important for global citizenship, an appreciation of the world we will live in, vocational value etc., but the current education minister and associated staff are not as convinced of the value of this global learning approach.

They have been influenced by the work of E.D Hirsch, and his Core Knowledge Sequence, which can be downloaded from: http://books.coreknowledge.org/home.php?cat=314
This is not intended to be the whole curriculum, but to guide teachers to the ‘core’ knowledge that students should know at particular stages in their education from pre-school to the end of key stage 3. The emphasis is on creating a ‘content-rich’ approach to learning, which is at odds with our current slimmed-down concept led curriculum. One criticism of the use of case studies is that they are often divorced from the context of where they sit in the globe (just as history is criticised for disjointed chronology and no appreciation of the ‘sweep’ of history)

So one thing to be decided is the extent to which this core-knowledge becomes the curriculum in geography, and whoever makes those decisions has to be careful – very difficult to decide what to put in and what to take out – you can’t teach the whole of geography…
It is likely that later in 2011, a curriculum review board will take evidence from various groups, and there will then be a public consultation (the previous consultation resulted in a very small number of teacher inputs – the vast majority of geography teachers did not give their thoughts on what the curriculum should be when they had the chance to do so…)

It is also likely that given the straitened financial situation at the moment, there will not be the same funded scheme to introduce the new curriculum., support teachers through it, or publicise the fact that it is happening.
It is also accepted that there are some schools which have yet to embrace much of the previous change that has happened, and will perhaps be unaware of the coming further changes. Other considerations are likely to be taking priority in many schools…

The statement over the English Baccalaureate is also potentially good news, as it means that many more schools will find themselves having to teach geography at KS4, and therefore need to be resourcing those courses, and/or training / recruiting staff. There is a potential impact if history is made compulsory until 16 (which is more likely than geography being made compulsory…) 
David Lambert / Simon Schama article in TES covered some of this, as well as this posting on the Hodder Humanities nest:

Link to come
So for the GA, there are possible opportunities here to offer one of the few remaining sources of high quality subject-specific CPD, which can be tailored to the needs of schools / groups of schools / federations / networks.
The removal of funding for some existing networks at the end of the Action Plan will be a challenge for all concerned.
The title of the white paper is significant: “The Importance of Teaching” – is the focus going back to teaching rather than learning ? The curriculum needs to refocus on core knowledge – reading is seen as important (and if geography is writing the earth, this could be a focus for us, especially as 2011 is the year of literacy…) Teachers “know best how to teach” and to bring the curriculum to life “teachers need the space to create lessons which engage their pupils and children need the time to develop their ability to retain and apply knowledge”.

There is also the ongoing issue over teacher training and who will be responsible for that…

Schools will still receive large sums of money each year, most of which will be spent on staffing costs; they will still have a need for teacher CPD –what form that takes, who ‘delivers’ it, and how it is assessed for its impact remain to be seen…

Whatever happens, just remember that I’m available, but that my favourite price stopped being free a while ago…

AP
Please note that this is my personal commentary and doesn’t necessarily reflect the views of my employer…
